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vi . ADVERTISEMENT. 


Upon the whole, the present will be found in a great meae 
sure, a new work. It contains upwards of twelve biographical 
sketches to be found in no previous edition, and with the 
other enlargements, consists in its present form, of much 
more letter-press than has ever appeared under the same 
title. 

What errors the Editor has discovered he has noted in the 
errata. From the very nature of his labours, he is sensible 
that there must be many instances in which amendment will 
be necessary. Of important mistakes he is not conscious, and 
those of a less considerable kind shall be carefully corrected in 
every future reprint. He commits it, with all its imperfections, 
to the perusal and patronage of an indulgent public. 


DecemsrR, 1826. 
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xiii SCOTS WORTHIES. 
vour to perpetuate the memory of these worthies, and to nar~ 
rate what the Lord did for and by them, in the days of old, 
we may have somewhat to declare of his goodness and won- 
derful works done for us, in our own day and generation also. 
And if the following sheets should in the least prove zseful 
through divine grace, to the reclaiming of neutrals from back- 
sliding courses, to the confirming of the doubting and to the 
encouraging of others to the like fortitude and zeal, to contend 
for their most valuable privileges, then, I shall think my pains 
compensated, and my object gained. For that manymay be 
standing in the way, to see and ask for the good old paths, 
and walk therein, cleaving to the Jaw and to the testimony,” 
would be the joy, and is the earnest desire, impartial pate id 
of one who remains thy friend and well-wisher in the truth, 


JOHN HOWIE. 


Locucory, 
Juxy, 21, 1775. 
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SAMUEL RUTHERFORD. 221 


or strain, cohere with the other Works of the laborious Mr 
am, must be left to the impartial and unbiassed reader, to de- 
ne. 


SAMUEL RUTHERFORD. 


i highly experienced Christian and excellent divine, was a gen- 
in by extraction, and having spent some time st the grammar- 
al, he went to the university of Edinburgh, where he was so 
1 admired for his pregnancy of parts, that in a short time after, 
t very young, he was elected professor of philosophy in that 





‘me time after this he was called to be minister at Anwoth, in 
wway, into which charge he entered by means of the then Vis- 
t Kenmuir, and without any acknowledgment or engagement 
e bishops. Here he laboured with great diligence and success, 
ight and day, rising usually by three o'clock in the morning, 
spending his whole time in reading, praying, writing, catechis- 
visiting, and other duties belonging to the ministerial profession 
employment. Having published his Exercitationes de Gratia, 
we was on sccount of that work summoned as early as June 
}, before ‘the High Commission Court at Edinburgh; but the 
her was so tempestuous as to obstruct the passage of the Arch- 
yp of St. Andrew's hither, and Mr. Colvill, one of the judges, 
befriended him, the diet was deserted. About the same 
lost his first wife, after a sure sickness of thirteen months :" 
he himself became so ill of a tertian fever, that for about thi 
weeks, he could not preach on the Sabbath-day, without great 
alty. 
ae in April 1634, he was threatened with a prosecution at 
imstance of the bishop of Galloway, before the same Court ; and 
ver were these threatenings all the reasons Mr. Rutherford had 
y his account with suffering as about to come; for as the Lord 
Id not hide from his faithful servant Abraham, so neither would 
yaceal from this son of Abraham what his purposes were concern- 
tim. For in a letter to the provost's wife of Kirkendbright, dated 
1 20, 1633, he says, “ That upon the 17th and 18th of August, 
ot a full answer of his Lord to be a graced minister, and a 
en arrow hid in his quiver."* Accordingly the thing he looked 
ame upon him; for he was again summoned before the High 
mission Court for his non-conformity, his preaching against the 
articles of Perth, and the fore-mentioned book F-rercitationes 
agetice pro Divina Gratia, which book they alleged reflected 








© See his letters, part iii. 
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EARL OF LOUDON. . Ed 


ttate was at the time somewhat burdened ; but by conversing with 
me of the protestors, who discovered to him his mistake, he was 
convinced that this was contrary to his trast, that he subscribed 
admonition to more steadfastness, for the Commission of the 
Caurch, in the high church of Edinburgh. 

Bat at length Charles I. being executed, and his son Charles II. 
alled home by the Scots, a new scene began to appear in 1650; for 
ualignants being then brought again into places of power and trust, 
t behoved the Lord Chancellor (who never was a friend te malig- 
tants) to demit. He had now for nearly ten years presided in par- 
iament, and had been highly instrumental in the hand of the Lord, 
» establish in this nation both in church and state, the purest re- 
ormation that ever was established in any country under the New 
Testament dispensation ; but he was now turned ont, and Earl Bur- 

igh substituted in his place. 

what manner he was employed during the time of Cromwell's 
surpation, there is no certain account; only it is probable, that not- 
rithstanding the many struggles he had in asserting the King’s in- 
erest, he mostly lived a private life, as most of the noblemen and 
peatlemen of the nation did during that time. 

Bat no sooner was the King restored to his dominions, than these 

returned back unto the old vomit of Popery, Prelacy, and 
; and it is impossible to express the grief of heart this godly 
whleman sustained, when he not only beheld the carved work of 
the sanctuary cut down in the defacing of the glorious structure of 
wormation, which he had such an eminent hand in directing and 
Wilding up, but also to find himself at the King’s mercy for his ac- 
@asion to the same. He knew, that, next to the Marquis of le, 
le was the batt of the enemy's malice, and he had frequently applied 
fr his Majesty's grace, but was as often refused ; so that the violent 
tourses now carrying on, and the obvious invasions upon the liber- 
tes and religion of the nation, made him weary of his life ; and being 
en at Edinburgh, he often exhorted his excellent lady to pray fast, 
tat he might never see the next session of parliament, else he might 
hollow his dear friend the Marquis of Argyle; and the Lord was 
pleased to grant his request: for he died, in a most Christian man- 
ver, at Edinburgh, March 15th, 1652, and his corpse was carried 
tome, and interred with his ancestors. 

The most exaggerated praive that can at present be bestowed on 
his renowned patriot and worthy, must he far below his merit, he 
ras possessed of such prudence, eloquence, learning, and courage* 
Vhich excellent endowments he invarishiy applied himself to the 
tpport of our ancient and admirable constitution, which he main- 
dmed upon all hazards and occasions ; on which account he might 
2 truly accounted the chief advocate, both for the civil and religious 
yerties of the people. To sum up all in a few words; he was a 
ost exquisite orator in the senate, a refined politician, an honour to 
# name, an ornament to this nation ; and in every virtue, in politic, 
cial, and domestic life, a pattern to be imitated. And although 
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DAVID DICKSON. 





gull and bitterness; and turning to Mr. 
be men will speak of humility and meekness, 
of God, but ye are led by the spirit of the’ 
in you, I dare say, than in all the Bish 
a Jesuit in Glasgow for the like fault.” 
‘Tam not a rebel; I stand here as the King’s 
benefit of the law, and the right of a subject, 
But the Bis seemed to take no notice of 
deen then asked him, “whether he roid ober. 
He answered, “I will obey the King in all’ 
I told you that,” said Glasgow, “I knew he 
itation.”" Aberdeen 






gy.” On perceiving that Mr. 
‘ely-called him Sir, he gnashed his teeth, > 
nave called me Lord; when I was in Gl ww long 
valled me so, but I cannot tell how, you are a 
~~” During all this. Mr. Dickson stood silent, and upon 
a lifted up his eyes to heaven, which St. Andrews called 
vk. And after some more reasoning, betwixt him and the 
wwe Bishop pronounced sentence in these words: “ We de- 
1 of your ministry at Irvine, and ordain you to enter in 
~ the north, in twenty days.” “ The will of the Lord be 
‘a Mr. Dickson, “though ye cast mo off, the Lord will 
up.. Send me whither ye will, I hope my Master will go 
‘aad as he has been with me heretofore, he will be with 

his own weak servant.” 

to preach till the twenty days were expired, and 
journey. But the Earl of Eglinton prevailed with 
Bo of Glasgow, to allow him to come to Eglinton, and 
‘there. Thither he came accordingly, but the people from all 
“ivesorting to his sermons in Eglinton’s hall and court yard, 
ee liberty only two months; the Bishop sent him ano- 













and he forthwith went to the place of his confinement. 
Turreff, he was daily employed to preach by Mr. Mit- 


ister of that place. But here he found far greater difficulty 
ladying and preaching than formerly. After the lapse of 
2, his friends prevailed with the Bishop of Glasgow to re- 
 wpon condition he would take back his declinature, and for 
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DAVID DICKSON. 9 


He was now encumbered with the cares of afamily; he had mar- 
tied Margaret Robertson, daughter to Archibald Robertson of Stoue- 
a, £ Younger brother of the house ef Ernock, in the shire of 
Sodan? Alcrander, profsor ‘of Hebrow inthe clogs 

3 , r in of 
tad Archibald be lived with bis fncily shoowcela te 
the parish of Irvine. 4 

December 1662 he fell extremely sick, at which time the 
. Livingstone, now suffering for the same cause, though 
forey ais homme to ay in, dining, came to see 
im on his They had been intimately acquainted for 
and now rejoiced as fellow confessors together. 
f me asked the professor, what were his thoughts 
irs, and how it was with himself, his answer was, 
Jesus Christ would not put up with the indig- 
as for himself, said he, “I 
bad deeds, and have cast 
and have fled from both 

him I have sweet peace.”* 
for some days, he called all his 
to of them in particular ; and hav- 
= through them all, he pronounced the words of the aposto- 
Hel Homing, 2 Cor. xiii. 18, 14. with much gravity and solemnity, 
tad then putting up his hand, closed his own eyes, and, without any 
treggle, or pain, immediately expired in his son's arms. 
Like Jacob of old, he was gathered to his people in a good old age, 

ing now upwards of seventy-two years. 

, He was a man endowed with a singularly edifying gift of preach- 
fag; and his labours had been, in an eminent manner, blessed with 
‘ecees.t His sermons were always full of solid and substantial 
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© See Mr. Livingstone's Memorable Characteristics, p. 81. 
¢ Nor was it merely in his public labours that this great and good man was 
Dy zeal and blessed with success in his Master's work. He secms 
‘te have been ever on the alert to promote that work, whether “in season or out 
@masen ;” and even on occasions, which by many would be decmed the least 
Tnly, bis efforts, it would appear, were attended by succes. ‘The following 
amecdotes, in point, which have been communicated to the Editor by a clerical 
fiend, intimately acquainted with the histories of the Wortbies, and whose name, 
Sey be permitied to mention it, would add authority to the work, will be read 


interest. 

On ene occasion, when riding between Glasgow and Edinburgh, Mr. Dickson 
‘Wes attacked by robbers. And though it would perhaps be too much to say that 
fa mch a situation he was altogether free from alarm, yet such, notwithstanding, 
wus his courage and self-command, supported no doubt by a steadfast faith in 
fe protection of that God whove rervant he wes, that instead of giving way to 
fear, he addressed them boldly with respect to their souls; and was thus, it is 
tld, the beppy though it might be remote instrument of their -onversion. 
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DONALD CARGILL. 383 


eing licensed, he obtained a call to the Barony church of 
It was so ordered, that the very first text the preaby- 
red him to preach from, was that in Ezekiel, just men- 
, circumstance by which he was the more confirmed, that 
rd’ call to the ministry. The parish had been long va- 
two ministers of the resolution party, viz. Messre. Young 
» having opposed the settlement of such men as had been 
the people. In reference to Mr. Cargill's call, they were in 
vidence, bound up from their wonted opposition. But Mr. 
asself, perceiving the unconcerned behaviour of the Beople 
preaching of the Word, was so much discouraged, he 
o return and not accept the call, saying, they were a rebel- 
le. Some of the ministers solicited him to stay, but in 
t when the horse was brought, and he was just going 
is journey, being in the house of Mr. Durham, and salut- 
al Christian friends that came to see him away, upon 
ewell of a certain godly woman, she said to him, “Sir, 
promised to preach on Thursday, and have you appointed 
jour starving people, and will you go aver ane not give 
do, the curse of God will go with you.” is 20 moved 
he durst not proceed as he intended, but sitting down, he 
rand others to pray for him, Thus he remainéd and 
od in that parish, where Hie conimied: fo exeneise, bis 
rith great success, to the unspealagble satisfaction both of his 
‘e, and of all the godly that heard and knew him, until 
as restored by the unhappy restoration of Charles II. 
he 29th of May following, the day consecrated'as a com- 
on of this restoration, he had occasion to preach in his 
:h, it being his ordinary week-day’s sermon, and seeing an 
hrong of people who came to hear him, thinking he 
in compliance with that solemnity, upon entering the pul- 
d, “ We are not come here to keep this day upon the ac- 
which others keep it. We thought once to have blessed 
rherein the King came home aguin, but now we think we 
reason to curse it ; and if any of you come here in order 
mnnizing of this day, we desire you to remove.” - And, 
upon these words of Hosea, Rejoice not, O Israel, 
ver people,* &c. he said, “ This is the first step of our going 
‘from God ; and whoever of the Lord's people this day are 
their joy will be like the crackling of thorns under a pot, 
n be turned to mourning ; he (meaning the King) will be 
llest sight that ever the poor church of Scotland saw ; wo, 
ato him, his name shall stink while the world stands, for 
tyranny, and lechery.” 
aguage highly enraged the malignant party against him; 
y was obliged to abscond, remaining sometimes in private 
id sometimes lying all night without, in the neighbour- 
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Queensferry,* where worthy Haughhead was killed, and he him- 
elf wounded. But, escaping from thence, a certain woman found 
iim at the south of the town, and tying up his wounds, conducted 
1im to the house of Robert Puntens, in Carlowrie, where a surgeon 
Iressed them, and where he reposed in their barn all night. From 
thence he went to the south, and next Sabbath preached at Cairn- 
hill, near Loudon, notwithstanding his wounds; for no danger - 
conld stop him from going about doing good. His text was in 
Heb. xi. 82. And what shall I more say, for time would fail me to 
tall of Gideon, &c. At night, some persons said to him, We think, 
Sir, preaching and praying go best with you when your danger and 
is are greatest. He said, it had been so, and he hoped it 
would still be so, that the more his enemies thrust at him, the more 
sensibly the Lord had helped him; and then he repeated the 
words,— The Lord is my strength and song, and has become my sal- 
vation,—in the 118th Psalm, which was the Psalm he sung upon 
the scaffold. 

After this, he and Mr. Cameron met and preached together in 
Darmeid-muir, and other places, until Mr. Cameron's death at Airs- 
mose, and then he went to the north, where, at the Torwood, near 
Stirling, in the month of September following, he hada most numerous 
meeting. Here it was, he pronounced the sentence of excomnut.cn- 
tionagainst some of the most violent persecutors of that day, and the 
king among the rest. Previous to this, it is said, he was very re- 
Rote in his walk, and spoke very little in company ; only to som 
ho said, he bad a tout to give with the trumpet that the Lord had 
Pet in his hand, which would sound in the ears of many in Britain, 
tad other places in Europe. It is said, that nobody knew what 
be was to do that morning, except Mr. Smith, to whom he impart- 
ed the thoughts of his heart. In the forenoon he lectured on Exek. 
mii, 25, &. and preached on 1 Cor. v, 13. and then having dis- 
oursed some time on the nature of excommunication, he procecded 
to the sentence :+ after which, in the afternoon, he preached frown 
lan. iii. 31, 32. For the Lord will not cast off for ever. 

The next Lord's day, he preached at Fallow-hill, in the parish of 
Livingstone. In the preface, he said, «I know T am and will 
eodemned by many, for excomnmnicating those wicked men, but 
condemn me who will, I know I am appzoved of by God, and am 
Peruaded, that what I have done on carth, is ratified in heaven ; 


* See life of Haughtead. 
+ The nature and form of this sentence is perhaps unknown to some of our 
Taders—we shall therefore subjoin a short abstract of it, as pronounced on the 
cceasion. ‘I, being a minister of Jevas Christ, and having authority and 
Power from him, do, in his name 
true church, and deliver up to Sata 
* rounds— ]. His high mocking of God. 
Tecinding all laws for establishing tho reformation, 4, manding armies 
\detroy the Lord's prople. 5. His being an enemy to true protestants, 6. His 
Hetty Femissions and pardons for murderers. 7. For his aiulteries,” Se, Sew 

ind Let Laonse, p. 170. 
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a JAMES RENWICK. 533 


» as to swallow up and bury his name and work in con- 
yaches which were credulously entertained, and industri- 
1, not only by the profane, but even by many professors. 
hat he had excommunicated all the ministers in Scot- 
me after they were dead; whereas, he only gave rea- 
2 could not keep communion with them in the present 
es. Others said, that he was no Presbyterian, and that 
was only to propagate schism. But the truth was, he 
ssed witness against all the defections of Presl ‘ians 
art of their covenanted work. Again, others alleged he 
arian, Independent, or Anabaptist, or they knew not 
the general outcry was, that he had no mission at all. 
idering him, that he came only by chanee, at a throw of 
‘ith many other calumnies, refuted by the foregoing re- 


ther hand, some gave out that be and his followers main- 
murderous principles and the delirious and detestable 
of Gib; all which shameless and senseless fictions he 
2d and abhorred. Yea, some ministers, more jeoming’y 
heir essays to prepossess the people against him, sai 
‘had sought and got the mind'‘of the Lord in it, that his 
uld never profit the church of Scotland, nor any son! in 
5 themselves that God would break, and bring to nothing, 
2m that followed him, ere it. were long ; comparing them 
and .Jambres, who withstood Moses. All these re- 
owever, he was remarkably supported under, and went 
‘aster’s business, while he had any work for him to do. 
eanwhile, from the noise that went through the country 
him, the Council got notice; and thereapon, being en- 
1e report of his preaching in the fields, they raised a 
more cruel persecution against him, than ever the most 
iurderer was pursued with. For, having puburly pro- 
n a traitor, rebel, &c. they proceeded to pursue his 
‘ith all the rigour that hellish fury and malice could sug- 
et the more they opposed, the more they grew and in- 


his difficulties from enemies, and his aisoraregrements 
s opposed to him, and manifold vexations from all hands, 
crease more and more ; yet all the while he would, not 
e day's preaching, but was still incessant and undaunted 

This made the ministers inform against hima, as if he 
‘d upon other men’s labours ;, alleging, that vrhen another 
is to preach in a place, he unexpectedly came and preach- 
same parish; and instancing one occasion at Paisley ; 
went thither upon a call, from people in that bounds, 
owing whether there was such a minister in that country. 
sed, that he hath sometimes taken the churches to preach 
ither the weather, instant hazard at the time, or respect 
ind safety, excluded from every other place. But, could 
:d intrusion, to creep into the church for one night, when 
could not stand, or durst not be seen without. 
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make their escape at another door, but were repelled by the 
miters. Upon this he discharged a pistol, which made the assail- 
ats give way; but as he passed through them, one with a long 
aff hit him on the breast, which doubtless disabled him from run- 
img. Going down the Castle-wynd, he, towards the head of the 
‘owgate, having lost his hat, was taken notice of, and seized by a 
allow on the street, while the other two escaped. 

He was taken to the guard, and there kept for some time—One 
xraham, captain of the guard, seving him of a little stature, and 
womely countenance, cried, “ What! is this the boy Renwick that 
be nation hath been so much troubled with?” At the same time, 
me Bailie Charters coming in, with great insolence accused him 
with frequenting low houses, which he replied to, with merited dis- 
iain. He was then carried before a quorum of the Conncil: And 
when Graham delivered him off his hand he was heard to say, 
* Now, I have given Renwick up to the Presbyterians, let them do 
with him what they please.” What passed here could not be 


He was afterwards committed close prisoner, and laid in irons. 
Here, as soon as che was left alone, he betook himself to prayer, 
making a free offer of his lite to God, requesting through-bearing 

and that his enemies might be restrained from torturing his 
ly: all which requests were signully granted and by him thank- 
fully acknowledged, before his execution. 

Before receiving his-indictment, he was taken before the Chan- 
eellor, in the Viscount Tarhet's lodging, and examined concerning 
kis owning the authority of James VII. the cess, and the carrying 
of arms at field-meetings, when he delivered himself with such free- 
dom and boldness as astonished all present, The reason why he 
wu interrogated anent the cess was, that a pocket book was found 
ou him, in which were the notes of two sermons preached on the 
hares which he owned. There were also somo capitals in the same 

k ; and because the committee were urgent to know the names, 
he, partly to avoid torture, and knowing they could render the per- 
‘ons no more obnoxious, ingenuously declared the truth of the mat- 
ter; which ingenuousness did much to allay their rage against him. 
Being asked by the Chancellor, What persuasion he was of ? He 
awered, Of the Protestant Presbyterian persuasion. Again, How 
it came to pass he differed so much from other Presbyterians, who 

accepted the toleration, and owned the king's authority? and 
What he thought of them? He answered, He was a Presbyterian, 
and adhered to the old Presbyterian principles, principles which all 
Were obliged by the covenant to maintain, and which were once 
Senerally professed and maintained by the nation from 1640 to 1660; 
Tom which, they (the clergy) had apéstatized for a littlo liberty, 
ey knew not how long, as they themselves (the councillors) had 
lone for a little honour. ‘Te Chancellor replied, and the rest ap- 
Nauded, That they believed that these were the Presbyterian prin- 
4ples, and that all Presbyterians would own them as well as he, if 
‘ey had but the courage. However, on February 3, he received 
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sed to his former confession, and acknowledged all that was in 
bel ? He answered, “ All except where it is said I have cast 
il fear of God: that I deny ; tor it is because I fear te offend 
and violate his law, that I am here standing ready to be con- 
ted.” He was then interrogated, If he owned authority, and 
1a VII. to be his lawful sovereign? He answered, “I own all 
srity that hath its prescriptions and limitations from the word 
od; but cannot own this usurper as lawful King, seting, both 
we word of God such a one is incapable to bear rule, and like- 
by the ancient laws of the kingdom, which admit none to the 
n of Scotland, until he swear to defend the Protestant reli- 
: which a man of his profession cannot do.” They urged, 
d he deny him to be King? Was he not the late King’s bro- 
? Had the late King any children lawfully begotten? was he 
Jeclared to be his successor by act of parliament? He answer- 
“ He was no doubt King de facto but not de jure ; that he waa 
her to the other King, he knew nothing to the contrary ; what 
lren the other had he knew not; but from the word of God, 
ought to be the rule of all laws, or from the ancient laws of 
singdom, it could not be shown that he had, or ever could have 
ight.” The next question was, If he owned, and had taught 
, unlawful to pay cesses and taxations to his Majesty? He 
rered, “For the present cess, enacted for the present usurper, 
Id it unlawful to pay it, both in regard it is oppressive to the 
set, for the maintenance of tyranny, and because it is imposed 
mppressing the gospel. Would it have been thought lawful for 
Jews, in the days of Nebuchadnezzar, to have brought every 
a coal to augment the flame of the furnace to devour the three 
lren, if so they had been required, by that tyrant ?” - 
ext they moved the question, if he owned he had taught his 
ers to come armed to their meetings, and in case of opposition, 
ssist? He answered, “ It were inconsistent with reason and 
‘on both, to do otherwise: You yourselves would do it in the 
circumstances. J own that I taught them to carry arms to de- 
themselves, and resist your unjust violence.” Jarther, they 
d, If he owned the note-book, and the two sermons written 
ein, and that he had preached them? He said, “If ye have 
id nothing, I will own it; and am ready to seal all the truths 
ained therein with my blood.”—All his confession being read 
: he was required to subscribe it. He said, “ He would not do 
inee he looked on it as a partial owning of their authority.” 
er refusing several times, he said, * With protestation, I will 
vribe the paper as it is my testimony, but not in obedience to 





Then the assizers were called in by fives,* and sworn; against 





Tt is to be remurked, that many of the jury were professors, and eminent 
meetings ; while others, even of the malignafits, chore rather to runt 
hazard of the penalty ; us the laird of ‘Torrence, who compeared not, and Som- 
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My men. The curate leaving him, commended him for one of 
ut gravity and ingenuity. Dalrymple, the King’s Advocate, 
ae also to visit him, and declared he was sorry for his death, and 
t it should fall out in his short time. Several Popish priests and 
atlemen of the guard, with some of the tolerated ministers, were 
mmitted to converse with him. A priest, at leaving him, was 
erheard saying, he was a most obstinate heretic ; for he had used 
sh freedom with him, that it became a proverb in the tolbooth at 
3 time, “ Begone, as Mr. Renwick said to the priests.” 
Several petitions were written from several bands, in the most 
rourable strain that could be invented, and sent him to subseribe 
om, but all in vain; yea, it was offered to him, if he would but 
ia drop of ink fall on a bit of paper, it would satisfy: but he 
vald not. In the mean time, he was kept so close that he could 
¢ nothing written. His begun testimony which he was writing 
ws taken from him, and pen and ink removed. However, he got 
ihort paper written the night before, which is to be fonnd in the 
oud of Witnesses, as his last speech and testimony. 
Qu Tuesday, the 14th, he was brought befure the Council on ac- 
ant of The informatory vindication ; but what passed there, cannot 
learned, further than their signifying how much kindness they 
d shown him, in that they had reprieved him without his applica- 
@, s thing never done before. He answered with extraordinary 
serfulness, rejvicing, that he was counted worthy to suffer shame, 
+ the name of his Master. A friend asking him, Huw he was? 
said, “ Ve well;” and that he would be better within three 
ye He his mother, That the last execution he was witness 
, was Robert Gray's; and that he had a strong impression in his 
ind that Ae should be the next: He often said, he saw need for 
seuffering at this time; and that he was persuaded his death 
yald do more good than his life for many year, could have done. 
ing asked, What he thonght Ged would do with the remnant be- 
vd Lim? He answered, “It would be well with them; for God 
wuld not forsake nor cast off his inheritance.” 
On the day of his execution, tho chief jailor begged, that at the 
wce of execution he would not mention the causes of his death, 
would forbear all reflections. Mr. Renwick told him, That 
tat God would give him to speak, he would speak, and nothing 
ws The jailor told him, that he might still have his life, if he 
vald but sign a petition which he offered him. He answered, That 
‘mever in scripture, or in history, where martyrs petitioned 
© their lives, when called to suffer for truth, though they might 
quire them not to take their life, and remonstrate against the 
of murdering them ; but in the present circumstances ho 
dged it would be found a receding from truth, and a declining 
am the testimony for Christ. 
His mother and sisters, having obtained leave to see him, in _re- 
wning thanks after some refreshment, he said, “ O Lord, thou hast 
ought me within two hours of eternity, and this is no matter of 
tror to me more than if I were to lie down in a bed of roses; 
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creased, the blood of martyrs proving to be the seed of the Church, 
‘Yea, to the honour of the truths which they believed, and to the 
praise of that God and Saviour, in whom they trusted, and whom 
they served, the Presbyterians of Scotland, were so far from be- 
ing eradicated, wasted, or destroyed, that at the Revglution, they 
raised a regiment in one day, without beat of drum—Thus realizing 
the ancient motto of the Scottish Church—“ Behold the bush burned 
with fire, but the bush was not consumed.” 

‘The canse in which they had suffered was tho cause of God, and 
ultimately prevailed. The time to favour Zion, which was ap- 

jinted, at th arrived. And in the many blessings and privi- 

conferred upon them, by the revolution, the Worthies of 
Scotland who outlived it, beheld and enjoyed the fruits of their 
patience and perseverance. I1i these bicesings and privileges, 
we, their Posterity, richly participate : and surrounded as we are on 
every side by monuments of their sufferings, and sitting in 
peace and security under the shade of that Plant of Renown which 
they watered with their blood, it surely behoves us to revere their 
memories, to acknowledge their worth, and in so far as circum- 
stances may permit, to imitate their example. 

“Wherefore, seeing we are compassed about with so great a 
clond of. witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before‘us.— What are these which are arrayed in white robes, 
and whence came they? These are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb: Therefore are they before the throne of 
God, and serve him day and night in his temple: and he that sit- 
teth on the throne shall dwell among them. They shall hunger 
no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on 
them, nor any heat: For the Lamb, which is in the midst of the 
throne, shall feed them, and lead them unto living fountains of 
waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes!” * 





© Heb. aii, 1, Rev. vil 13—17, 
















































































39 25835 














BE 
5 
Tai 4 “a 


3 6105 041 





STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
CECIL H. GREEN LIBRARY 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305-6004 
(415) 723-1493 


All books may be recalled after 7 days 
SP DATE DUE 








